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India’s growth story continues to soar. In the last
week of December 2018, India overtook China as
the topmost destination for FDI. Keeping in tune,
is there anything in store for Assam, economically?
There have been quite a few good news in the year
2018to feel enthusiastic and hopeful of a prosperous
future. These are as per my scanning: -

Major Good news:

1. Opening of Bogibeel Bridge connecting Dhemaji and
Dibrugarh: A long standing dream has finally come
true for North East Assam and Eastern Arunachal
Pradesh after Prime Minister Narendra Modi

inaugurated Bogibeel Bridge, the 4.98 Km, longest
rail-cum-road bridge of India on Brahmaputra river,
on December 25, 2018. Modi turned Santa with
this gift as the new bridge will reduce the distance
for over 50 lakh people living in these two areas.
Built at a cost of Rs. 5920 Cr, the bridge took
20 years from foundation laying to completion.
Located 20 km away from the Assam-Arunachal
Pradesh border, the bridge is expected to act as an
alternative to the Kolia Bhomora Setu in Tezpur. The
bridge will facilitate faster movement of troops and
supplies to the border with China.

2. National Bamboo Mission launched: The Cabinet
committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved
Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National Bamboo
Mission (NBM) under National Mission for Sustainable
Agriculture (NMSA) during remaining period of 14th
Finance Commission (2018-19 & 2019-20). The
Mission would ensure holistic development of the
bamboo sector by addressing complete value chain
and establishing effective linkage of producers
(farmers) with industry. An outlay of Rs.1290 crore
is provisioned. The scheme will benefit directly and
indirectly the farmers as well as local artisans and
associated personnel engaged in bamboo sector

including associated industries. It is proposed to bring
about one lakh ha area under plantation, directly
benefitting about one lakh farmers.
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Some Positive News of 2018
that will have Accelerating Economic Impact On Assam,

3. Re-launching of North East Industrial Develop

. Opening of Chittgong and Mongla Port for Assam/NER: .

Manoj K D S
Ph: 9854021845

Scheme (NEIDS) 2017: On 21 March, 2018 the Unj
Cabinet has approved (NEIDS), 2017 to promote
employment in North Eastern Region includlﬂ-
Sikkim. It will have financial outlay of Rs. 3000 crores
upto March, 2020. £

Incentives to be provided to new industrial units m
NER are a) Central Capital Investment Incentive for
Access to Credit (CCIIAC): 30% of investment in Plani
and Machinery with upper limit of Rs.5 Crore per"
unit. b) Central Interest Incentive (Cll): 3% on working:;:T
capital credit advanced by eligible Banks and Financial
institutions for first 5 years. ¢) Central Comprehensive
Insurance Incentive (CCll): Reimbursement of 100%
insurance premium on insurance of buildiné and
Plant & Machinery for 5 years. d) Goods and Service
Tax (GST) Reimbursement: To extent of Central
Government share of CGST and IGST for 5 years.
e) Income-Tax (IT) Reimbursement: Centre’s share
of income tax for first 5 years including year of
commencement of commercial production by unit. %8
f) Employment Incentive (EI): 3.67% of employer’s
contribution to Employees Provident Fund (EPF)
in addition to its bearing 8.33% Employer share in
Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY). g.
Transport Incentive (T1): 20% of cost of transportation
including subsidy currently provided formovementof
finished goods by rail. Inland Waterways Authority of
India (IWAI) will provide 20% of cost of transportation
for finished goods for movement through inland
waterways. Airport nearest to place of production will
provide 33% of cost of transportation of air freight
on perishable goods (defined by IATA).

Bangladesh allowed use of Chattogram (Chittagong)
and Mongla ports in Bangladesh for movement of
goods to and from India. It was also decided to initiate
Kolkata-Dhaka-Guwahati-Jorhat river cruise services,
apart from that it also included new ports of Dhubri 8
in India and Pangaon in Bangladesh. Jogighopa will
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be developed as a hub/transshipment terminal for
movement of cargo. Munshiganj river was notified
a5 terminal by Bangladesh customs for routing third-
party exim cargo through Kolkata port. The move will
help reduce logistic costs substantially

Advantage Assam Investment Summit: First mega
summit was inaugurated by PM Modi on 03 Feb.
attended by tycoons of Indian Industry. This exposition
attracted series of investment proposals. In the two
days event as many as 200 MOUs were inked and
investment proposals to the tune of Rs 1,00,000 crore
were committed. Mukesh Ambani, Gautam Adani,
and many other stalwarts of Indian Industry graced

the occasion.

Indradhanush North East Natural Gas Pipeline Grid-
Five central oil PSUs—=10CL, ONGC, GAIL, OIL, and NRL
have signed agreement for executing 1500 Km NENGP
Grid with an investment of Rs. 6000 Cr. Guwahati
and other state capitals of NER states are likely to be
connected to the National Gas Grid within next three
years. Guwahati will be connected with the National
Gas Grid through the pipeline from Barauni and other
capitals of northeastern states will be connected

thereon.

65-storey Twin-Tower Trade Centre in Guwahati: A
twin trade tower will be built at approx. cost of Rs 1950
Crores and would be completed in 3 years by 2021,
NBCC will build the iconic Twin World Trade Towers on
aland of approx. 10.6 acres area. It will be executed
on a self-revenue generating model by NBCC. It will
be equipped with modern amenities integrated with
state-of-the-art IT enabled services, and will house
convention centre, hotel, shopping complex, service
apartments, residential zones, museum, cinema halls
basement parking with a capacity of 4000 cars, multi
layered security system.

. Work on Aspirational districts started: NIT| Ayog has

selected 7 districts from Assam-Darrang, Dhubri,
Barpeta, Goalpara, Baksa, Udalguri and Hailakandi
in the aspirational districts list and activities have
started in right earnest.

. Announcement of Bridges across Brahmaputra in 3

more places- New bridges were announced across
river Brahmaputra at Gohpur, Majuli and Kuruwa-
Bonda by Central Surface Transport Minister Mr.
Nitin Gadkari. This will further ease the connectivity
and movement of goods and people. This will also
enhance India’s defence capability.

10. 28 branches of the North East Small Finance
Bank (NESFB): Tata Trusts Chairman, Mr Ratan Tata
launched the North East Small Finance Bank (NESFB),
the region's first small bank. The Tata Trusts Chairman,
through the investment arm RNT Associates, has
invested Rs 40 crore in the bank. It will serve a vast
number of people in NER who have been either
under served or not served at all and finance is not
available

11. Morom- Mission on Rejuvenation of Muga by Govt.
of Assam-A Muga Mission has been launched by
Assam government worth Rs 460-crore to raise the
Muga production. The mission will be operative for a
period of ten years from 2017-18. Last year, the State
produced 156.96 metric tons of raw Muga.

12.Construction work for6Lane Bridge Over Brahmaputra:
Work on 6 Lane Bridge Over Brahmaputra connecting
North Guwahati has commenced.The proposed
bridge will be 1.6 km long, of which 1.24 km will be
designed as a multi-span extradosed bridge with an
overall width of about 33 M. It will connect AT
Road with North Guwahati. Rs 2,000 cr loan will ‘
be availed from the BRICS Bank and completion
is planned by year 2022,

13. Tata investments in the state in cancer care.
Cancer hospitals-Tata Sons joined hands with
Assam government to roll out an elaborate
cancer care programme across 15 districts of the
State from next year. The programme will work
in hub-and-spoke model with all the medical colleges
acting as the hubs, while the district hospitals will
function as diagnosis and day-care centres.

14, Relief to small tea growers: Providing relief to about
1lakh small tea growers, the Assam budget proposed
to exempt specified land cess on green tea leaves.
State budget has also came up with a loan waiver.
State Government will deposit 25% of outstanding
dues subject to a maximum limit of 25,000 in each
loan account.

15. Announcement of longest bridge in India; Centre
has announced plans for a longer bridge, again over
the river Brahmaputra. The new bridge over the
river Brahmaputra is likely to be completed by the
year 2026-27. It will run between Dhubri in Assam
and Phulbari in Meghalaya, which is close to the
Bangladesh border. At 19.3 km, the new bridge will
be twice as long as the Dhola-Sadiya bridge.

16. Assam Skill Development Mission was launched
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ushering in a new era of development of Skills
and employability among the youth of the state.
Assam Government also concluded the setting up
of World Class Skill Centre in collaboration with ITES,
Singapore. This will facilitate training of World Class
Skilling and certification from Singapore, which will
be well accepted abroad.

17. The long pending IT Park at Mirza, Kamrup(R) has
been cleared for construction by Govt. of Assam.
The dispute over concession period to the developer
has been resolved paving way for early completion
of the park. It will come up at the vicinity of the IlIT
and open scope for setting up of IT Companies and
will allow brain gain for lakhs of professionals now
working outside the state.

18. There is news of Govt. of India considering
announcement of a New Time Zone for NER, which
will be about 1 hr ahead of IST. Already Bangladesh,
located in the West has a time zone 30 minutes ahead
of IST/NER. . Already Oil and Tea sector adopt a time

1.5 hr ahead of IST. New dispensation will save day
light and bring in efficiency in the system

19. India Today Survey: Assam has done well as
the most improved state in the country in 2018.
It's rank improved from 17 to 12. Improvement
in inclusive development, ease of doing business,
Law and order helped its accession.

20. Industrial Corridor announced along the

r and opening of bambuq'_-;

.22 Choygaon Corrido :
Bl Y8 Kamrup(R). 4

technology park at Choygaon, |
e Cable lands in Agartala: The submarine _.\
ble has landed at Agartala. This will
f digital connectivity to NERand -

21. Submarin
undersea data ca
usherinanew erao

Assam.

Minor Good news: 5
22. Increase in limit for GST in Assam Limit for GSI»:.
increased to Rs 20 lakhs from Rs 10 lakhs on Oct 3° =
bringing relief to lakhs of small business.
»3. Airlifting of Khasi Mandarin Orange and Pineapple
to Dubai from LGBI Airport through Spice Express on. 1
31.12.2018. :
24. Novotel is the third five star hotel in Guwahati.
Many restaurants and eating placesin the statetoday. =
Ethnic food joints springing up all over.
25. Amul is in Assam now. Amul Milk Plant has come =
up in Chandrapur. Sitajakhala Dairy Cooperative has
been hailed -as a success story.

26. In Egg and Fisheries Assam is doing very well.
Especially after the scare in imported fish. N

27. NE Pig farmers Association formed.

28. Film/Sports industry, Village Rockstar nominated
to Oscar. Adil Hussain brought in laurels. Hima Das -
became Brand Ambassador for ADIDAS. ¢

"If you would not be forgotten
As soon as you are dead and rotten
Either write things worth reading
Or do things worth writing.”

- Benjamin Franklin.
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In the glorious history of women in India the con-
tribution of Assam is not less important than any other
region. Mula Gabharu was a heroine of 15th century
AD Assam history. She was born as a princess, daughter
of Ahom king Siu-pim-pha, sister of later king Siu-hum-
moong. Her original name was Nang- chongchem-Kham.
She became wife of a minister Chao- Phracheng-moong
Borgohain. She had a daughter named as Kham-Pat and
a son named as Ton-Kham. In Ahom language ‘Kham’
stands for Gold. The whole family of Mula was loyal
and patriotic. Their dedications, works and sacrifices
proved them as real gold of then Assam, Moong-dun-
chun-kham. This article is a tribute to that golden family,
an ever-glittering galaxy in glorious national history of
Assam as well as India. In fact the legacy of Assamese
women in the political sphere begins with her. Like the
name of Great Ahom general Lachit Borphukan, Mula’s
name was also ushered by Assamese nationalist writers
to inspire patriotic sentiments amongst the Assamese
mass during freedom movements against British raj. The
authentic story not a mere legend of Mula Gabharu even
now inspires Assamese young girls. All the Assamese
still remember her with great ardour and respect. Yet,
the name of this heroine has been little known outside
Assam. Mula’s offspring Tonkham and Kham-pat are little
known to present day readers even in Assam. Therefore,
their time is discussed with certain extent of elaboration
to ease readers.

In 15th century AD contemporary to Delhi Sultanate
there were many kingdoms for example, Chutiya, Kacha-
ri, Kamata, Bhuyan, Ahom, Koch etc in the Brahmaputra
valley. There were battles among those kingdoms but
they were no ethnic struggles as we understand today.
The Ahoms came to this region in the first part of the
13th century AD and established their kingdom Moong-
Dun-Chun-Kham in the eastern corner of the region.
Then gradually they extended their territory along the
Nam-Dao—Phj (as they quoted the river Brahmaputra
Initially) valley towards the west and successfully ruled
almost the whole region for long six hundred years
Without break. In the fifteen century AD itself was the
century of expansion of Ahom kingdom and establish-
ment of Assamese nationality.

Mula’s father died a premature death, could rule
only four years and was succeeded by his eldest son Siu-

Nang-chongchem-Kham Mula Gabharu, Kham-pat and Ton-
Kham, a Humble Tribute to Three Golden Souls

-Dr. Bipul Kumar Baruah
Ph:9818467125

hum-moong. In the pages of history Siu-hum-moong,
the thirteenth king of Ahom dynasty is found as a caring
elder brother. With unique managerial skill he took one
of his step-brother Kon-Cheng born to an abandoned
queen of their king father, from Naga hill to his palace.
Initially there were only two ministers Buragohain and
Borgohain as advisors to Ahom king. He took Kon-Cheng
as his third minister creating a new post- Barpatra
Gohain. In due time he fixed Mula’s wedding with an
emerging hero Chao-phraseng-moong of a noble family
of Mechagoria Borgohain clan. Mula’s son Ton-kham
became a skilled warrior like his father. Chao- phraseng-
moong and his son played an important role to defeat
Chutiya Kingdom and annex it with Ahom Kingdom. Like-
wise Koncheng Barpatra Gohain played important
role in subjugating Kachari king.

Chao-phraseng-moong was appointed as |
Sadiya-khowa Gohain to rule the newly captured |
Chutiya kingdom. But later on he was brought
back to Royal palace as Borgohain. In 1527 the
Bengal province of Delhi sultanate invaded Ahom
kingdom. It was fifth attack on Brahmaputra val-
ley by Mohammadan Turko- Afgan force. General
Turbak Khan and Hyatt Khan commanded the force.
Chao-phraseng-moong commanded the Ahom force. He
planned a wait and watch policy to attack enemy camps
in a fortunate moment abiding by omens of Bailungs.
But, co-warrior Prince Siu- Klen-moong was impatient
and he advanced his troupe disobeying the commander.
Battle started. Hyatt Khan was slain by Chao-phraseng
—Moong. The Ahom Prince was hurt and was transferred
to palace for treatment. Some manuscripts narrates
that widowed wife of Hyatt Khan appeared in front of
Chao and he was at a loss what to do then. Finding him
in disappointed situation Turbak Khan treacherously at-
tacked him and put to death. Besides him seven other
dignified Ahom warriors were dead.

When Mula Gabharu heard the news of sad de-
mise of her husband in the battle field she decided to
take over the command of demoralized Ahom force
taking arms against the enemy. She thought she was
responsible for her husband’s death. The memory of
her beloved husband tormented her. While going to a
battle an Ahom warrior used to wear ‘Kabas Kapor’ to
become invincible by enemy. It was amulet cloth which

51

Scanned by CamScanner




was woven by his wife or his mother within a night.
Mula had failed to weave such one for her husband
due to her monthly course. Turbak Khan's force did not
advanced towards Ahom capital and went away. They
limited their force in the western part of the valley. King
Siu-hum-Moong found his son’simpatience responsible
for the defeat and was about to prosecute him. But,
Kon-cheng somehow tamed his brother’s anger and
saved his nephew’s life.

Meanwhile Mula trained herself and prepared a
women troupe of five other women including her daugh-
ter Kham-Pat. Turbak Khan invaded Ahom kingdom in
April 1532, This time Ahom force was commanded by
Koncheng and Ton-kham, the son of Mula. Ton-Kham
was reputed as a magical warrior for his finer tactics.
Ahom force fighted back. Mula proved herself a daunt-
less and skillful warrior. Her whole family battled for
defending the freedom of motherland. At the point of
sure victory Mula’s daughter Kham-pat was kid napped
from the battle field by Turbak’s soldiers and they went
away by boat through the Brahmaputra. Mother was
quite upset to know it. At that very moment the great
heroine was slain by Turbak. Commander Kon-Cheng
used his tricks and beheaded Turbak Khan. Mula
Gabharu sacrificed herself to defend the freedom
of her motherland and her spirit led the Ahom army
to attain the final victory. Ton-Kham followed the
fleeing enemy and kidnappers of his sister Kham-
pat. It might have been planned by kidnappers
to produce pretty girl Kham-pat before Sultan or
Nawab. But, she didn’t allow it and she jumped
into the bosom of Nam- Dao-Phi river to protect

defeated.”
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" A life spent making mistakes is not only more hononrable,
but useful than a life spent doing nothing.”

"Man is not made for defeat; man can be destroyed but not a 7

r chastity:
he <on-Chens and Ton-Kham defeated the Turkp. &

od the whole Brahmaputra valley
Afgan ':'0 :’:er: EIS fr:)en-l(ha m’s force followed them “Dg
fromtheirg ) river. They wanted to make a treaty with,
Ton-Kham, the youns warrior. They pﬁered five Parga.
om king along with two princesses for Ahom
m erected @ temple and engraved atank
to mark the victory Ahom. The Koch King Biswa Singha =+
also offered a huge amount of vaiuables to makeatie '
with victorious Ahom force. As advised by Ahom King
Ton-Kham offered all five parganas of Bengal to Koch
king govern upon. According to ‘Swarga Narayan Rajar
Britanta’ Odisa king came to meet Ton-Kham. The young
hero reportedly visited Jagannath temgle and offered
the shrine a diamond he had found on his way. Arriving
victorious at Bakata, the capital ofthen Assam th&yuung
hero found awarm welcome from Siu-hum-moong, the 2
king of greater Assam and also h'IS maternal uncle. He =
was given the title of ‘Bar Ajam’. Later on Ton-Kham =~
served a long tenure as Borgohain, the Royal Minister. |
He married Nang-blak Gabharu, a renowned namein = .

Ahom history. S

'‘Mula’ is another name of Goddess ShaktiorDurga. |
Who knows, Nang-chongchem-kham acquired this pop-- “y
ular name later on when she appeared in the battlefield
with Hengdang sword like Goddess Shakti. Some Ahom |+
priests worship ‘Dam’ (spirit) of Kham-Pat, darghterof =

Mula along with ‘Subachani Sakt’ even today. ¢ . =

- G. B. Shaw.
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The shrill clang of the cup shattering on the
7Joor brought me out of areverie of planning a week
‘ong festivity: As the broken ceramic pieces and the

‘plattered tea came into view, what had my eyes

1ansfixed was the sight of the one who had been

Irinking from it now clutching at his chest and

sreathing heavily from his mouth, his eyes startlingly
wide open. “Boraaita...!” | screamed, calling out to

my grandaunt as I went up to hold him. The heavy
set man collapsed onto the floor as he bent forward
in pain and the chair slipped from under him even
as my grandaunt rushed in as fast as her weary legs
could carry her. Seeing her husband in a mangled
heap unnerved her, yet she stood steadfast in the
face of fear. “Call your father”, she bellowed, a little
louder than she had intended to. “I thinkit's a stroke.

He'll know what to do. Go NOW!” But I couldn’t, for
my granduncle who now lay with his head on my
grandaunt's lap was clutching my arm tight with
his outstretched hand, as if holding on to a last frag-
ment of life. His eyes were wide with terror and his
face was contorted with pain while his entire body
writhed and convulsed in a sinister dance, brought
upon him by the seizure that played the puppeteer.

“Thirty-two years is along time kid’, declared
my granduncle as he supervised the construction of
his house, right next to our ancestral home. “Espe-
cially when you're working in a place that refuses
to make you feel at home. It was good money all the
same”, he smiled.

. “Will you miss your job though, Borkoka?" 1
inquired

“Teaching kids all day who abused me in their
native tongue? Not even a bit!” he laughed. “Besides,
the food didn’t agree with me and the locals even
more so. This...” he said, thrusting his hands forward
and capturing the view of the house within the frame
created by his palms “is the dream, you know? Your
grandfather is happy to have his elder brother right
nextto him. | think it'll suit my health better as well.”
ahe vociferous roar of a heaving engine shifted our

ttention. It came from the monstrosity of a truck

Dreadful Revelry

-Devneel Basudev Goswami,
Ph: 9205860856

that carried on its back a humungous pile of fire-
wood. However, what surprised my granduncle was
the sight of my grandfather at the wheel with the
driver occupying the passenger seat, his expression
showing clear relief on reaching the venue safe and
sound.

“Talk of the Devil, eh? You're scaring that poor
boy to death, old man!” Borkoka taunted “Why do
you have to make a big show out of everything?”

“I can’t let you steal my thunder all the way,
dada. With you taking over the village’s Magh Bihu
celebrations from me this year, I had to make my
mark one way or another”

“Sigh!” he said, putting his arm around
my grandfather’s shoulder “It’s too late to even
ask you to grow up anymore”

“If 1 was you”, replied my grandfather
with a mischievous grin and bringing his face
closer to his brother “I wouldn’t count on it!"

Both the brothers burst out laughing at the dec-
laration, slapping each other’s backs and each invit-
ing the other to their respective homes for tea.

Cold sweat covered my brow while my emo-
tions were a mixture of anxiety and a fear deep
and dark. A fear emanating from the vision of my
granduncle’s hand slipping from his claw like grip
on my arm as it went limp. A throng of people had
begun to gather at the house, the air pregnant with
tension and the stinging smell of paint and varnish.
Our family was unmarred by this, as they ran helter-
skelter clearing the crowd for air circulation, laying
Borkoka flat on the ground and making sure thathis
airway was clear for breathing. I could see my father,
the only doctor in the family, constantly by his side
doing everything that his mortal powers allowed
him to. My grandaunt, whose devotion to God was
unquestionable, was caught in a fervent prayer; her
brows furrowed, her lips quivering and a chain of
pendants rotating by the forefinger and thumb of
her right hand like the slow ticking of a doomsday
clock. Both the sceptic rationalist and the prisoner
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~ tive homes. My granduncle was
- the Medical College and Hospit

."_ _my father and his elder brothe

bounded by her shackles of religion attempted t0
do their bit, one depending upon years of study and
rigorous practice while the other desperately cling-
ing on to fables of miracles and hope.

“Do you know why we celebrate Magh Bihu?”

my granduncle asked a six year old me. It was a sur-
prisingly pleasant January morning but Assam was
still in the throes of the final wave of winter. The
firewood from the truck had been allowed to dry
even further in the sun for about a week and was now
being chopped into pieces. With the stump of a eu-
calyptus tree serving as the platform, my granduncle
was hardly bothered by the onerous task. Having
lived in government quarters throughout his work-
ing life, he was proud to be basking in the hues of the
morning sun spreading across the sprawling lawn of
his newly constructed house, Friends and relatives
exchanged greetings with him as they passed by and
his grin became even wider with every onlooker
marvelling at the place. He was right. Retirement
seemed to suit the man just right.

“It's the festival of harvest!” I quipped excit-
edly. The man had raised the axe to strike but on
hearing my answer, he put it down and laughed
out loudly. When he saw a look of hurt on my
face, he picked me up by my shoulders to sitme
down on the stump.

“Magh Bihu is much more than that, buddy”
he explained. “It's not just the harvest, That's
only a part of it. Magh Bihu is about the very

actofrejoicingin the company of the people who we
love the most. It's about reinforcing friendships and
brushing enmity aside. That's the very essence of the
Majee”. Looking at my confused face, he realized that
I'had no idea what he was talking about. “Majee is the
Great Fire. The one that we light at the crack of dawn
after the night of the Magh Bihu feast. It symbolizes
gratitude for what we have received from the one
above all and hope for a better tomorrow. Burning
away the past, it paves the way for a new beginning.
Why do you think I am cutting all this wood? Tonight
is the feast! And tomorrow morning, we'll have the
brightest Majee in the village this year. You'l| see!”
Aneeriesilence had crept over the household
broken from time to time with the muffled sounci

of sobbing. The holidays had whisked awa
most
the staff of the town civil hospital to theiﬁ respeg-f

quickly referred to

al in the city. Only
r had been allowed

ny him on the three' hour ride, A llun_I:
plessness had cast its spell on the res'{-ff5
unsteady hanljs ;:lreprane.::1 teEa that wag o
nd in disposable cups to the largey . =%
E? flizdv?l]ig ge community that had settled EEOWI’:'::;H*
the lawn. The traumatising hours seemed to pagsy,,
at a painful pace. Boraaita still had hFr head boweq
down in prayer butsometimes hope is 91-{1},3 h"EEd-j-j;f%
ing ground for disappointment. The w:allmg sirenof ¢
the ambulance as it h_ad carried the sick man away
had only been an ominous death knell to the o , _
who feared the inevitable. So when the dreadeq
all from my father delivered the news, ¢
firmed what most of us already had already

to accompa
sense of hel
of us. A few

Mg

s ._-g_i

Fop s L

phone ¢
only con
known. _
An hour and a half of hard work had taken 3 -
toll on the old man. The luminous axe swung slower:
now but years of experience had conditioned his
hands to never miss their mark. Rivulets of swear
trickled down his face and body, making sure that
the Gamusa around his neck was never atbay. Yethe
continued to toil, the large heap of wood behind him'
steadily growing. The six year old me was fascinated
to watch this man work. The task at hand brought
out a side of him that seemed to create an aura o
happiness radiating from him. His constant stream
of inappropriate jokes and mocking commentary
played no part in inducing the smile on hislips today. " :
Itwas brought forth by the sheer thrill that hiswork
gave him; he was clearly enjoying himself. Qureyes -+
met as soon as he looked up from his work andon
noticing me admiring him, he smiled sheepishlyat |
his grandnephew.
“It's time for my cup of tea now. Why don’tyou L
come inside for a moment? I'll make sure Boraaita '
gives you a warm glass of milk” o
It was only when the body arrived in the
evening that the reality of departure finally sankin: *
The medical report had identified the cause dfdeaﬂﬁ’.:,:f'
butthe term had been lost in the midst of teary eyed
rituals and conduct of traditions. The departed had
to be laid to rest but chaotic preparations for thé
Same resulted in a flurry of such movement that
the house turned into 2 maddening circus of sort-
The poignant smell of incense choked the air whil€:
incessant howling could be heard from differef«
rooms at tandem. Frenetic instructions were hul'l‘?ﬂ;f?_f
ateach otherin unison, intermixing with the chant0l
mantras and making them even more incomprenef
sible. And in this commotion of their own masle s

d. The

the funeral pyre was completely overlooked-
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;est hollered that the auspicious hour was running
i r while the family knocked their heads together
;]ucome up with a plan before somebody pointed at
\he Majee that had been built just that morning,

The burning Majee was quick to engulf the
body, its bright flames shining it§ Iigh_t on each face
purdened with distraught and disbelief. My grand-
wunt was inconsolable, her prayer beads lying in a
iorgotten corner of the house. They say faith stands
trong only until you test it. Instead of a long night
[ celebration, we bore the fresh wounds of a trag-
.dy that would continue to scar us long after, The

smoke wafting out of pyre onl
of the dark days that were y

my granduncle’s first Bihy with the family af

after all,
Borkoka had been right yet again. The g:’lajeergilt]i
bring us all together in the end, ¢

“Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear

and the blind can see’”

“The biggest risk is not taking any risk.”

- Mark Twain.

- Mark 2 uckerbezg‘

“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask
what you can do for your country.”

-/ Kennedy:

“He has the right to criticise who has the heart

to help.”

- Abraham Lincoln.
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Corporate Office : Dil India Limited, Plot No.

Registered Offica : Oil India Limited, Dubajz

Our Passion to Energize Moves India Forward

Oil India Limited (OIL) is India's leading Navraina National Oil & Gas Company with strong Par-

hcﬁapmumamdashmufmrﬂmuwcwnty‘s crude oil and natural gas production.

OIL's Mission is to be “The fastest growing Energy com

providing value to stakeholders.”

OIL has been Conquering Newer Horizons with:

« [Dverseas E&P assets and business in Libya, Gabon, Nigeria, Yemen,
Venezuela, USA, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Bangladesh & Russia.

rgy - Total installed capacity of
74,10 MW Wind and 14 MW Solar

pany with global presence

= Foray into Renewable Ene
188.10 MW {comprising of 1
Energy Projects).

+ Interatipnal Credit Ratings- Moody's
rating} and Fitch Rating "BBB-" (Stable) {equ

*Baa2" (stable) {higher than sovereign
jvalent to sovereign rating}.
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